The daily dilemmas of decision making in geriatric care.
A case involving the care of an elderly stroke victim and his wife is presented. A great deal of care was given over the years, but in the end it seems we got it wrong. The case illustrates one of the recurring scenarios of decision making that can become mundane for the practitioner but is ever new for the patient and the family. The importance of developing a relationship of frank communication involving discussion of the hard issues before it is too late is highlighted.